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trespassing too much upon the individuality of the
person.
I know some sculptors who maintain the propriety
of representing our great men in the very dress which
they wore, but those are men who work more for
Gold than Fame; they would never refuse a
good job. I can here declare that I have declined
such offers. The following remark by Rousseau is
applicable to our sublime art: " I have always felt
" that the profession of letters was illustrious in
" proportion as it was less a trade. It is too difficult
" to think nobly when we think for a livelihood."
There are scribblers about art who endeavour to
denounce the practice of introducing into
monuments statues personifying the moral virtues
of the deceased ; so they would reduce monumental
sculpture to simply the statue of the person, and
that must be in frock-coat and cravat. I have read
in some that " The practice of personifying natural
and moral qualities seems to have been coeval with
Grecian poetry and religion; it was not, however,
by any means peculiar to Greece, and will probably
be found wherever poetry exists."
The prospect of advancing high sculpture in
England seems to me to be far distant. Were
I to meet a young sculptor of strong genius
and ardent ambition I could tell him from my
experience what would be necessary to enable him
to become great in the high department of his art.